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FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL EYE CARE
FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN

SPECIALIZING IN CONTACT LENSES
AND RELATED PROBLEMS

LARGE SELECTION OF QUALITY
AND FASHIONABLE EYEWEAR

Call Us and See Where Personal Service Still Matters!

OPTOMETRY

589-0900 218-2020

COMPREHENSIVE EYE HEALTH EXAMINATIONS
CUSTOM DESIGNED CONTACT LENSES
SUNGLASSES AND SPORT GOGGLES
LASIK–LASER VISION CORRECTION

“OUR PRACTICE WELCOMES NEW PATIENTS”

30212 Tomas, #170, Rancho Santa Margarita
(In the Tomas Professional Center)

Rancho Santa Margarita

25612 Crown Valley Pkwy., #L2
Ladera Ranch

Ladera Ranch

MOST INSURANCE
ACCEPTED
MEDI-CARE

<>

STEVEN D. SMITH, O.D.
PANTEA MEGHDADI, O.D.
MARK G. CONDELL, O.D.

RANDALL SAINT JOHN, O.D.

June 20th, the Spencer Hospice Founda-
tion, a charitable non-profit group, held a 
special casino night and silent auction fund-
raiser at the beautiful Trabuco Canyon estate 
of Tom and Kathy Hicks.

There was a catered dinner for the 175 
attendees. They had the opportunity to play 
fund-raiser casino games and take part in 
silent auction featuring exciting trips to Cabo 
San Lucas, Las Vegas, and Palm Springs. 
Other auction items included premium 
Dodgers and Angels baseball tickets, free 

SHF Execu. Dir. Michelle Wulfestieg with Tom and Kathy Hicks who hosted the fund-
raiser at their secluded Trabuco Canyon estate.

dinners from some of Orange County’s finest 
restaurants, and much more. All proceeds 
from the casino night event benefited the 
Spencer Hospice Foundation, which has been 
providing education, special needs assistance 
and bereavement support for patients and 
their families since 2006.  

The Spencer Hospice Foundation was 
established in honor of Mr. Marlyn Spencer, 
a hospice patient diagnosed with terminal 
lung cancer. The foundation is dedicated 

(Please see CASINO NIGHT, page 7)

Dance To 
The Music

by Nick Alivojvodic,
Bell Tower Foundation Executive Director

If there ever was a song that gets me going, it is 
“Dance to the Music” by Sly and the Family Stone. 
That’s the song running through my mind right now 
as I think about the great line up of summer concerts 
that the City of Rancho Santa Margarita has in store 
for us at this year’s Summer Concert Series. Trust me, 
I’ve seen the line-up. You will be on your feet dancing 
to the music at each of the six concerts.

If you don’t know about the Summer Concert Series 
(you probably just moved to Rancho or just came back 
to Earth), it is a great series of Sunday concerts which 
begin on Sunday, July 12th and run through Sunday, 
August 16th. The concerts are held in Central Park. 
It’s a fantastic and relaxing way to spend a hard-earned 
Sunday afternoon and evening. This summer-long event 
is brought to you by the City of RSM, SAMLARC 
and The Bell Tower Foundation.

Although you are welcome to do it, there is no 
need to pack up the picnic basket and the red cups (we 
already know what’s in there). The Summer Concert 
Series isn’t about just music anymore; it’s also about 
great food in the food court from some of our own local 

(Please see BELL TOWER, page 6)
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”Student safety, corruption, stewardship of taxpayers’ 
money…The stories in Capistrano Unifi ed were the most 
compelling,” said the fi lm’s co-executive producer, Lance 
Izumi, director of education studies at the Pacifi c Research 
Institute, “so they became the focus of the fi lm.”

Audience members winced audibly at descriptions of 
how former CUSD offi cials actually placed certain parents 
and their children on “enemies lists” and even sent moles 
into their private homes to spy on them. 

The CUSD Recall Committee led the successful fi ve 
year effort to expose these and other serious problems 
in CUSD. Their efforts resulted in Fleming’s resigna-

Panelists at the documentary fi lm debut “Not as Good as you Think” Co-executive Producer Lance Izumi, Director Nick 
Tucker, CUSD Recall Committee Pres. Tom Russell, CUSD Recall Committee Vice-Pres. Jennifer Beall and RSM Councilman 
Tony Beall, CUSD Recall Committee leader.

PuBLIC sChOOLs (continued from fi rst page)
tion, as well as the replacement of all seven Fleming-era 
trustees with new “reform trustees” who were elected to 
the school board in three consecutive elections by land-
slide margins of victory. Fleming has now been indicted 
for multiple felonies — his criminal trial is scheduled to 
begin in August.

Rancho Santa Margarita city councilman Tony Beall, 
a CUSD Recall Committee leader, stated, “I’m thrilled 
our local reform movement has received this national 
recognition — we’ve exposed a gut-wrenching example 
of what’s wrong with the American public school system, 
as well as created a model by which people in other com-
munities across the country can successfully reform their 
own school district.”

to enhancing compassionate hospice care for terminally 
ill patients and their families. The goal of the SHF is to 
provide education in end-of-life care, assist patients with 
special needs that reach beyond the scope of what normal 
insurances will cover, and support children and families 
who are coping with grief. 

The Foundation is a non-profi t organization that raises and 
accepts charitable contributions. Their services are available 
to patients regardless of age, race, ethnicity, religion, illness 
or physical location. For more information, please call toll 
free 888-469-1581 or visit www.spencer-foundation.org.

CasINO NIght (continued from page 4)

June 18th, the Orange County Fire 
Authority hosted Be A Hero Become A 
Donor and blood drive at Station 58 in 
Ladera Ranch. 

Be A Hero Become A Donor Foun-
dation brought close to 800 committed 
individuals to the “Be The Match” Mar-
row Registry drives in fi ve states. The 
events were held to honor Orange County 
resident, Evan Cousineau, who lost his 
fi ght with a metabolic genetic disease. 
His family had hope for his treatment and 
cure with a double cord blood transplant 
and dozens of blood product donations 
during his transplant that gave him life. 
Six months later, the day before his 10th 

Evan’s entourage of volunteers: Melissa & Kathy Eisele, Nicole Winn, Casee Clauser, 
Diane  & Gianna Meaglia and Kristy & Kathy Winn at the OCFA Station 58 in Ladera 
Ranch marrow/blood drive.

birthday that he shares with twin sister 
(Alaina) a post-transplant infection took 
his life. 

Evan’s family learned through their 
journey with their son that without donors 
of all capacities, none of us have any hope. 
Evan’s older sister, Mary, even donated 
her kidney last year to a little boy they 
met at the Ronald McDonald House in 
Minneapolis during Evan’s treatment.

Bone marrow transplant is very dif-
ferent then the media portrays it. Getting 
tested for compatibility requires a consent 
form and four swabs of the inside of your 
cheek to register with the Be The Match 

(Please see BE A HERO, page 9)


